






   

From: Brian Silver 
Sent: Friday, December 11, 2020 8:08 AM
To: envcomments
Subject: Support for Reserve Marine Group (Southside Recycling Project)

 
[Warning: External email] 
 
 
To whom it may concern: 
 
This email serves as a letter of support for the Southside Recycling project of RMG. 
 
RMG has been a responsible and conscientious part of the south side community, and a positive business partner in the 
greater Chicago area.  Their new recycling facility will be good for business, good for people, and good for the future of 
the planet. 
 
RMG has been at the forefront of metal reclamation and recycling, before it became one of the popular issues of the 
day.  They have taken risks and put in the effort, and again have created jobs, business opportunities, and 
technological/environmental advancements;   Please do your part and approve their permits.  It’s a win/win for 
everybody involved. 
 
Thank you. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Brian Silver 

 
Highland Park, IL 60035 





To whomever it may concern, 

I have been an employee of the Reserve Management Companies for 38+ years. Over the years I have 

worked at numerous Reserve Management Companies in several different states and municipalities. I 

started in the early 1980’s as a laborer and over the years have held many different positions; 

equipment operator, machine operator, scale operator and into management, so I have personally been 

involved in every aspect of their recycling business.  

 The commitment that Reserve Management has to environmental, safety, health and community 

awareness is something I am very proud to have been part of. To watch the growth of the company and 

their commitment to the ever changing environmental, health and safety regulations and policies has 

been incredible.  I have witnessed this commitment at every one of the facilities that I have been part of. 

Metal recycling is good for the Earth and good for Chicago. I know that RMG cares about doing the right 
thing and I am confident that Southside Recycling will be a safe and supportive neighbor in the 
community. 
  

Gary Kiefer 







Testimony for RMG Public Hearing on Permit December 10, 2020 

Hello my name is Jorge Perez and I am from South Chicago  
 
As a resident of the Southeast side of Chicago, I am disappointed with the caricature 
of our community as perennial victims of greedy polluters with little recourse.  
 
A harder look at the issues surrounding Reserve Marine Group (RMG) provides a 
greater context of our neighborhood’s history as Chicago’s industrial/manufacturing 
hub. Chicago has always rested, if not relied on our broad shoulders to keep the city 
bustling, and in the process, has lifted our Hispanic community. Everyone would be 
better served if we broaden our vision of our community and not settle for the 
stereotypical voices that confirm the misgivings about a historically working class 
community. 
 
For 25 years, Reserve Management Group has been a local business on the Southeast 
Side. Their $80 million in private investment in their expansion is the type of 
investment that is part of a new wave of investment on the SE Side that we applaud. 
We need to work with RMG which is how you keep them accountable. You need to be 
engaged with them.  
 
The current narrative on its location is wrong. It is not “wedged” between the 
Calumet River and single-family homes. It is set back 2000 ft. from the closest home 
and 5000 ft (14 football fields) from $350,000 homes. The Calumet River is and has 
always been a working industrial river. It is one of the main reasons industry came 
here over 100 years ago and what should be a key asset for us to build our future. 
RMG’s investment compliments the recent investments that produce jobs like the 
recently announced $30 million industrial North Point Development to be built by 
General Contractor Clayco. This follows North Point’s 2018 investment of $18.6 
million in an industrial building being leased to the Ford Motor Company. In addition, 
Ford Motor Company’s $800 million investment at the Torrence Avenue Assembly 
Plant and the new $51.4 million CRRC Sifang’s CTA Railcar assembly plant.  
 
The tired narrative of the southeast side and its residents as victims needs to 
stop. We are not overwhelmingly low income. A majority of 10th warders are made up 
of city workers, police, fire, educators, nurses, union trades members and 
professionals. 
 
It’s been a long period from the steel mill era to today, enough to be able to 
reimagine how a predominantly Latino community can be further developed. Even 
with all the economic challenges suffered in this area by the collapse of the steel 
industry, we are survivors and have chosen to stay and live in this community. But we 
are not victims.What is missing is a collective voice for those who see the potential 
for residents to continue to live and work locally as southeast-siders always have. 
That voice is one of optimism for our future, not one tampered down by pessimism 
and victimization. That is not becoming of Chicago or the mighty 10th Ward that I 
know. 
 
I strongly urge you to approve the permits for RMG. 
 
Jorge Perez 

Chicago, IL 60617 







   

From: Nancy Schaefer 
Sent: Friday, December 11, 2020 11:44 AM
To: envcomments
Subject: General Iron

 
[Warning: External email] 
 
 
Hello, 
 
I lived in HydePark‐Kenwood for more than fifty years and presently live near North,  . 
For years I have gone to Pilates at Frog Temple on Cortland Avenue.  During those years, General Iron was a terrible 
polluter as I know from my own experience driving or walking through the smoke and fumes. 
 
if in an upscale neighborhood like Bucktown the city was unable to control pollution from this company, what is the 
liklihood of success in a poorer neighborhood on the southeast side?  This company should not be given a permit to 
operate the scrap operation anywhere in the city of Chicago. 
 
Best, Nancy Schaefer Kamin 



   

From:
Sent: Friday, December 11, 2020 2:41 PM
To: envcomments
Subject: In Regards To The Expansion Of General Iron

 
[Warning: External email] 
 
 
Hello, I write anonymously for I work at RMG. Personally, I have no faith in the city nor EPA to uphold any standards 
when quite frankly. Whenever we get notice of inspectors, we spend the day shutting down early and cleaning up as to 
not look so messy. How can you expect General Iron to uphold standards when current standards at the Napuck facility 
are currently lacking. The roof has holes everywhere water leaks in and every drop of hydraulic oil from machines mixes 
with it, the machines that lack proper maintenance because of the old, work it till it breaks. We have holes in the floor 
where all we put is a sheet of steel for ‘protection’ but the second it slides over oh look! Hole in the ground. The lack of 
proper PPE although I let it slide cuz covid 19 took all N95 masks so here I go breathing in all the dust. The low standard 
of us being paid 17.10 and yet the company has enough money to get a whole expansion??? What a slap in the face for 
this company to tell us its behind, and it goes and makes an expansion. Our bagger has increased profits on bag count. 
Our machines run more than they have before. And all this to be told we should be happy that they are gonna bring in 
‘jobs’ to the community?? Its smells like shit in the summer on off days, I’ll give that to the petcoke, its dusty as all hell 
around here, they throw water, big woop doesn’t stop the dust already in the air. I doubt in the ability when the 
company they have now they cut corners. 
 
Sincerely yours, Resident of the 10th Ward for over 20 years 



   

From: Matt Avery 
Sent: Friday, December 11, 2020 5:00 PM
To: envcomments
Subject: NO to General Iron metal scrapper

 
[Warning: External email] 
 
 
Hello 
 
It is morally wrong to place the a metal scrapper where it will pollute in a populated area. I strongly oppose the move of 
General Iron’s metal scrapper to the East Side. 
 
Sincerely 
 
Matt Avery 

 
Chicago, IL 60647 



   

From: Rosanne Tolin 
Sent: Friday, December 11, 2020 5:18 PM
To: envcomments
Subject: RMG's new Southside Recycling Facility show of support!

 
[Warning: External email] 
 
 
Hi! 
 
My husband, Hal Tolin, is an owner of RMG which has operated as a scrap recycler on the South Side of Chicago for 30 
years. I can tell you first hand that he puts people first, which means putting the neighborhood  first. He is not only 
proud to be a good employer offering excellent wages and creating jobs, but he and the company are also great 
stewards of the environment. Additionally, they support the neighborhood by providing a home for the South Side 
Chicago Food Pantry, among other things. 
 
I know how hard Hal  has worked—day in and out—over the past couple years to make the new Southside Recycling 
Project something everyone in the area (and in the city) can be proud of. He is determined that the state of the art 
facility will be safer and cleaner than any other one in Chicago, and the entire Midwest. Not to mention recycling is a 
green investment in the first place! 
 
The way the media has portrayed this incredible project is completely twisted. They have given voices mainly to small 
factions and interests groups that refuse to study the facts themselves. This is NOTHING like the old General Iron. It is a 
completely different business, and yet journalists continue to portray it as though it’s the same old company that is 
shutting down on the north side. Nothing could be further from the truth. Saying the two companies are the same, is like 
saying if I go and buy a new house but bring a couple pieces of furniture with me, that the new house is exactly like my 
old one. That’s utterly ridiculous, and so is this constant comparison. 
 
One last thing—my husband has worked 12 hour days on the site of the new proposed facility, for the past 30 years. He 
has every incentive to breathe clean air himself. Not to mention my young sons have worked there in the summers. Why 
would I support this permit, if I felt like it was unsafe for my family to be there for many hours—day in and day out? And 
yet here I am, voicing my unwavering support! 
 
Please grant the permit to RMG for Southside Recycling, and the company will pave the way for cleaner recycling across 
the city of Chicago! 
 
Thank you! 
 
Rosanne Tolin 







   

From: Allison Creighton 
Sent: Saturday, December 12, 2020 6:28 AM
To: envcomments
Subject: I support RMG and their new facility 

 
[Warning: External email] 
 
 
I fully support reserve Management Group (RMG) and their effort opening what will be the most modern recycling 
facility in the entire Midwest. If this facility is denied a permit, all recycling will go to other facilities, which do not have 
any of the environmental controls that Southside Recycling will use. This new facility should be embraced by Chicago 
and its metal recyclers.” 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Allison Creighton 
 
Sent from my iPhone 









   

From: Jennifer Pejic 
Sent: Saturday, December 12, 2020 5:17 PM
To: envcomments
Subject: southside recycling 

 
[Warning: External email] 
 
 
Hello, 
I am in favor of Southside Recycling.  Metal recycling is good for the Earth and good for Chicago.  We know that RMG 
cares about doing the right thing and we are confident that Southside Recycling will be a safe and supportive neighbor in 
the community! 
Jennifer and Scott Pejic 
 











 
 
 
 
 
Dear City of Chicago, 
 
 I am a first-year medical student at the University of Chicago Pritzker School of 
Medicine. As a future physician, I understand how the environment in which patients live 
deeply impacts their health and overall quality of life. It is for this reason that I implore you to 
reject the relocation of General Iron from Lincoln Park to the Southeast side neighborhood. 
General Iron accumulated 11 pollution violations in a 5-month period in 2018 in addition to 
being fined $6,000 by the City of Chicago for their most recent explosion incident on May 18, 
2020. Given General Iron’s track record, the construction of a Factory in the East Side 
neighborhood would be an act of environmental racism, one that would further increase the 
disproportionate negative health outcomes that communities of color on the Southside are 
forced to endure. Say no to General Iron. Say no to Environmental Racism. Protect communities 
of color. Protect the Southside. 
 
Sincerely,  
Theodore Lang 









MD Candidate | Class of 2024 
The University of Chicago  
Pritzker School of Medicine 































  

1)       A COMMUNITY BENEFITS AGREEMENT 

Perhaps the worst part about this situation is that the people whose lives will be impacted most will not benefit 

whatsoever.  The company will benefit, the City of Chicago will benefit, politicians will benefit.  But what about 

us?  We have to breath the dirty air.  We have to put up with the traffic.  We have to hear all the loud noises. 

 

I’m demanding that if this permit is granted, RMG must commit in writing to a COMMUNITY BENEFITS 

AGREEMENT.  This agreement shall obligate that RMG contribute 5% of their annual proceeds (or $500,000, 

whichever is greater) to measures that will enhance the lives of the community in which they operate, the EAST 

SIDE.  (NOT THE SOUTH SIDE OF CHICAGO, NOT SOUTH CHICAGO, NOT ANOTHER 10TH WARD NEIGHBORHOOD… 

CHICAGO’S EAST SIDE NEIGHBORHOOD!)  RMG shall also donate an additional $500,000 to the East Side before 

the permit is granted as a sign of good faith and investment in our community. 

  

Because our neighborhood’s average household income is higher than other south side neighborhoods, we 

don’t qualify for many city programs, like INVEST SOUTHWEST.  This would help us strengthen our 

neighborhood. 

  

I would also like to see all the industrial companies in the 10th ward sign similar Community Benefits 

Agreements.  The majority of Ford employees don’t live in the 10th ward.  Same goes for the rest of the 

companies that pollute our neighborhoods.  They pollute our neighborhood and then go home to their nice 

clean suburbs or back to the north side.  All the companies that will be moving into the new industrial park need 

to pay to offset the damage they cause to our lives and our environment every day. 

  

I’d like to see the first installment of these funds go to beautifying downtown East Side (106th Street, from 

Indianapolis Blvd to the bridge, and Ewing Avenue from  112th St. to 99th St.).  It looks like a ghetto and we 

deserve better.  I’d also like to see the largest and best skatepark in the Midwest built under the Chicago 

Skyway.  This will make the East Side a destination and give the neighborhood’s youth something constructive to 

do.  I’d like the old, worn out mural on Ewing Ave. repainted and maintained.  I’d like “Welcome to the East 

Side” neighborhood markers put up on all entries into the neighborhood (Avenue O, coming from Hegewisch, 

112th coming from Indiana, 106th coming from South Deering,  Ewing Ave. coming from South Chicago).  No one 

knows that the East Side is the name of a neighborhood in Chicago and it’s a sore spot for many of us.  I’d also 

like to see some of the 10th ward’s vast vacant land be turned into the city’s first dirtbike park.  Riding dirt bikes 

and 4 wheelers is a favorite past time of many of the kids in the neighborhood and a dirtbike park would give 

our neighborhood some much needed cool points and make it a destination. 

  

If these dirty industries invested in our neighborhood with measures like these, I’m confident there would be a 

lot less resistance. 

  

2)      INVESTMENT IN INFRASTRACTURE TO OFFSET INCREASED TRUCK, BOAT AND TRAIN TRAFFIC 

There has recently been a surge in truck, train and boat traffic in our neighborhood.  The companies that use 

these means of transportation and the City of Chicago need to invest to create overpasses for all the railroad 

crossings in the neighborhood.  (Torrence Ave. and 106th near Hienie’s Chicken in South Deering, Ewing Ave. 

headed to South Chicago).   

  

3)      CAPS ON BOAT TRAFFIC, TRAIN TRAFFIC, TRUCK TRAFFIC 



I’ve been getting caught by a boat or a train traffic jam every day.  It’s terrible.  Also too many trucks are on our 

roads.  There needs to be a limit to how many boat and trains can pass every day and how many trucks are 

allowed to drive through the East Side. 

  

4)      MORE ENVIRONMENTAL MONITORING EQUIPMENT 

Two monitors isn’t enough!  The wind blows in all directions.  We need North, South, East and West at a 

minimum.  Especially going towards Avenue O, Rowan Park and the residential neighborhood. 

  

5)      RANDOM AUDITS 

RMG should be randomly audited by a City of Chicago official atleast once quarterly  and reports should be 

shared with residents of the East Side. 

  

6)      CLEARLY DEFINED MEASURES THAT WILL BE TAKEN IF VIOLATIONS OCCUR 

One of the things Lincoln Park residents said about General Iron is that paying fines is part of their business 

model.  This is unacceptable.  The City needs to clearly define what will happen if violations occur.  This should 

include the final measure of the company’s license being revoked and loss of ability to operate in the City of 

Chicago.  Three strikes and you’re out! 

  

  

  

Thank you for considering my input.  I pray that the City of Chicago does the right thing and denies these 

permits.  We’re already overburdened with polluting businesses in our neighborhood, neighboring Indiana and 

surrounding neighborhoods.  However, if you proceed, I hope you include my recommendations. 

  

Best Regards, 

  

  

Mark Velez 

 

Chicago, IL 60617 
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Hello, 

 

I ask that you please read my letter to the end.  I’m opposed to the granting of the proposed permit to 
RMG/General Iron, however I get the feeling the city is planning on granting the permit so I figured I 
might as well make some requests if that is to be the case. 

 

My name is Mark Velez, I’m a lifelong 10th ward resident.  I’m a lifelong East Sider.  I live only a few 
blocks from RMG’s facility.  My life and the lives of my family will be directly affected by this permit 
being granted.  The East Side already has an abundance of industrial businesses in our neighborhood 
that create a lot of pollution.  Bad smells pop up all the time.  We have traffic jams from our bridges 
going up to let boats pass (yes, boats and bridges… I know that doesn’t happen on the north side).  We 
have traffic jams from freight trains, and we have an ever-increasing amount of truck traffic.   

 

I’m embarrassed when friends from other neighborhoods come over and comment about the bad 
smells.  I’m embarrassed when people comment about our neighborhood being dirty.  I get angry when I 
talk about all the great things the East Side has going for it, like fishing, hiking and wildlife and someone 
comments “but you can’t eat the fish” or “yeah, but too bad it’s so polluted”.   

 

You can say that this facility will be safe.  But I know firsthand that industrial companies like these have a 
severely negative impact on our neighborhood and the people who live here.  I’ve had 3 relatives die 
from cancer over the course of the past 5 years.  It’s because they lived here their whole life; and that 
makes me very sad.  Even knowing that, I don’t care.  I’m going to live here my entire life as well.  I love 
the East Side and my kids are going to grow up to be East Siders just like their dad. 

 

I don’t have to tell you about all the bad environmental stuff the East Side has going on already.  The 
expansion of RMG alongside with the expansion of the industrial park by the Ford plant are going to 
negatively affect our quality of life without a doubt. 

 

It seems that the city has no interest in standing up and saying enough is enough.  It seems that as long 
as these companies are complying with EPA guidelines, you’re going to let it happen.  While this deeply 
saddens me, I do have some requests to make if this permit is granted.  These measures would make 
this situation a little more palatable. 

 

1)  A COMMUNITY BENEFITS AGREEMENT 
Perhaps the worst part about this situation is that the people whose lives will be impacted most 
will not benefit whatsoever.  The company will benefit, the City of Chicago will benefit, 
politicians will benefit.  But what about us?  We have to breath the dirty air.  We have to put up 



with the traffic.  We have to hear all the loud noises. 
 
I’m demanding that if this permit is granted, RMG must commit in writing to a COMMUNITY 
BENEFITS AGREEMENT.  This agreement shall obligate that RMG contribute 5% of their annual 
proceeds (or $500,000, whichever is greater) to measures that will enhance the lives of the 
community in which they operate, the EAST SIDE.  (NOT THE SOUTH SIDE OF CHICAGO, NOT 
SOUTH CHICAGO, NOT ANOTHER 10TH WARD NEIGHBORHOOD… CHICAGO’S EAST SIDE 
NEIGHBORHOOD!)  RMG shall also donate an additional $500,000 to the East Side before the 
permit is granted as a sign of good faith and investment in our community. 
 
Because our neighborhood’s average household income is higher than other south side 
neighborhoods, we don’t qualify for many city programs, like INVEST SOUTHWEST.  This would 
help us strengthen our neighborhood. 
 
I would also like to see all the industrial companies in the 10th ward sign similar Community 
Benefits Agreements.  The majority of Ford employees don’t live in the 10th ward.  Same goes for 
the rest of the companies that pollute our neighborhoods.  They pollute our neighborhood and 
then go home to their nice clean suburbs or back to the north side.  All the companies that will 
be moving into the new industrial park need to pay to offset the damage they cause to our lives 
and our environment every day. 
 
I’d like to see the first installment of these funds go to beautifying downtown East Side (106th 
Street, from Indianapolis Blvd to the bridge, and Ewing Avenue from  112th St. to 99th St.).  It 
looks like a ghetto and we deserve better.  I’d also like to see the largest and best skatepark in 
the Midwest built under the Chicago Skyway.  This will make the East Side a destination and give 
the neighborhood’s youth something constructive to do.  I’d like the old, worn out mural on 
Ewing Ave. repainted and maintained.  I’d like “Welcome to the East Side” neighborhood 
markers put up on all entries into the neighborhood (Avenue O, coming from Hegewisch, 112th 
coming from Indiana, 106th coming from South Deering,  Ewing Ave. coming from South 
Chicago).  No one knows that the East Side is the name of a neighborhood in Chicago and it’s a 
sore spot for many of us.  I’d also like to see some of the 10th ward’s vast vacant land be turned 
into the city’s first dirtbike park.  Riding dirt bikes and 4 wheelers is a favorite past time of many 
of the kids in the neighborhood and a dirtbike park would give our neighborhood some much 
needed cool points and make it a destination. 
 
If these dirty industries invested in our neighborhood with measures like these, I’m confident 
there would be a lot less resistance. 

 

2) INVESTMENT IN INFRASTRACTURE TO OFFSET INCREASED TRUCK, BOAT AND TRAIN TRAFFIC 
There has recently been a surge in truck, train and boat traffic in our neighborhood.  The 
companies that use these means of transportation and the City of Chicago need to invest to 
create overpasses for all the railroad crossings in the neighborhood.  (Torrence Ave. and 106th 
near Hienie’s Chicken in South Deering, Ewing Ave. headed to South Chicago).   



 

3) CAPS ON BOAT TRAFFIC, TRAIN TRAFFIC, TRUCK TRAFFIC 
I’ve been getting caught by a boat or a train traffic jam every day.  It’s terrible.  Also too many 
trucks are on our roads.  There needs to be a limit to how many boat and trains can pass every 
day and how many trucks are allowed to drive through the East Side. 

 

4) MORE ENVIRONMENTAL MONITORING EQUIPMENT 
Two monitors isn’t enough!  The wind blows in all directions.  We need North, South, East and 
West at a minimum.  Especially going towards Avenue O, Rowan Park and the residential 
neighborhood. 
 

5) RANDOM AUDITS 
RMG should be randomly audited by a City of Chicago official atleast once quarterly  and reports 
should be shared with residents of the East Side. 

 

6) CLEARLY DEFINED MEASURES THAT WILL BE TAKEN IF VIOLATIONS OCCUR 
One of the things Lincoln Park residents said about General Iron is that paying fines is part of 
their business model.  This is unacceptable.  The City needs to clearly define what will happen if 
violations occur.  This should include the final measure of the company’s license being revoked 
and loss of ability to operate in the City of Chicago.  Three strikes and you’re out! 
 
 
 
Thank you for considering my input.  I sincerely hope the City of Chicago denies these permits.  
We’re already overburdened with polluting businesses in our neighborhood, neighboring 
Indiana and surrounding neighborhoods.  However, if you proceed, I hope you include my 
recommendations. 

 

Best Regards, 

 

 

Mark Velez 
 

Chicago, IL 60617 
 

 


	Comments received 12.11.20_Redacted
	Comments received 12.12.20_Redacted
	Comments received 12.13.20 and 12.14.20_Redacted



